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Ex-AG Robert Abrams: Fix Redistricting For Good

BY Danielle Valente

February 24, 2012 4:21 PM 
Former state AG Robert Abrams weighed in on the State's redistricting issue this afternoon -- and says Gov. Cuomo's clout should come into play.

Bill Hammond and I report:

"We need a permanent solution," Abrams said of the once-a-decade procedure that "contaminates the democratic process."

The ideal method, he said, would be for Gov. Cuomo to use his leverage for government reform. Should the legislature improve the current maps, give passage to a constitutional amendment and pass a reform law that takes place immediately, Cuomo should do away with his veto vow and reach an agreement with lawmakers.

Groups such as Common Cause are more in favor of the Governor vetoing lines drawn by partisan horse-trading, which does not necessarily eliminate any long-term problems the state will encounter every ten years.

Dick Dadey of Citizens Union believes that even if fairer lines are drawn in 2012, "we do not have structural reform that changes this process." Unlike Common Cause, Citizens Union favors a negotiated solution with permanent reform.

In any case, Abrams is prepared for a concrete change, saying during the conference that redistricting "is an ugly process in New York that has to end."
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